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Focus of the present study

Credibility
assessment:
Evaluating the 
facts

”Genuinely” 
LGBTI?



Main hypothesis

Stereotype-congruent claimants will be perceived as more credible 
than stereotype-incongruent claimants. 

Specifically, we expect feminine-presenting gay men and 
masculine-presenting lesbians to be rated as more credible than 
their gender-conforming counterparts.



Between-subjects 
factorial design: 

2 (stereotype: congruent 
vs. incongruent) × 2 (gay 

men vs. lesbians)

3 regions

 Africa, Middle East, and 
Latin America 

383 participants from 
the UK

207 women and 176 
men, mean age = 44 

Design

Mock asylum officials



Mechanisms to stereotyping

Asylum seekers: 
Warmth, 

competence, 
moral character

Participants: 
Social 

dominance
orientation (SDO)



Conceptual model



Gender-
conforming

Gender-
nonconforming

Stereotype-congruent

AI-manipulated pictures



Rehaag & Evans Cameron (2020)

Casefile



Credibility ratings 



Measure (1-9) Gay
(n = 190)

Lesbian
(n = 193)

Warmth 5.30 (1.29) 5.60 (1.30)

Competence 5.39 (1.32) 5.70 (1.21)

Moral character 4.05 (1.68) 4.37 (1.66)

Credibility (0-100%) 61.1 (23.4) 63.5 (24.9)

Mean ratings of key variables



Results



Results

* p <.05, *** p <.001



Credibility by participant age group



Credibility by participant gender



• Morality strongly boosts credibility
• Competence surprisingly reduces credibility
• No clear stereotype effect found

• Possible reasons: subtle manipulation, focus on case details

• Intersectionality remains crucial

Discussion



Exploring participants’ reasoning for their credibility ratings.

Next

“Although I could see all of the inconsistency/forgeries 
in D's application I did feel she explained the reason 
why she did these things in a credible way and that lead 
me to believe she really was a lesbian who was scared 
to return to her home.” (Woman, 54) 

“There are many inconsistencies in her story when it 
comes to establishing whether she is actually 
homosexual. There is also a history of lying and 
created fraud documents. All this together does not 
make her story very credible.” (Man, 50)
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Thank you!

Any questions?
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