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Specialisation course in legal psychology

for asylum interviewers
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Perceived as non-
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“You have also been asked how you
experience the relationship between
your religion and your sexuality. You
have responded narrowly that you do
not see that as a problem, because
although you are Muslim, you do not
practice Islam.”
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“Although your own family background would
be more liberal than a normal family from Iraq,
the Finnish Immigration Service believes that,
considering the generally conservative attitudes
of the society of [country of origin], a person
could be reasonably required to be able to
describe more precisely their own feelings or
conflicts connected to their sexual
orientation.”
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few open-ended questions.
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One third of all questions were /ée\
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classified as ‘unrecommended’.

“So at no point did you want to
change yourself or try to be with

girls?” " “

“One may think that in a situation like
this one would feel like an outsider?
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Reason Number Frequency
» Claimant unaware of legislation 22 42%
Claimant concerned about confidentiality 18 34%
Claimant uncomfortable disclosing 15 28%
Miscellaneous reason 10 19%
No opportunity to disclose 7 13%
Reason related to legal aid 6 1%
Police-related reason 5 10%
Interpreter-related reason 5 10%
Interviewer-related reason 1 2%
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Applicants’
knowledge &
factors related to an
Expectation of asylum professional

timely disclosure
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